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| The Athenian Mercury. 
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Quefft. 1. Hether a Man ought to negleé? his Chil- 
‘ XK ) dren by a firft Wife, to pleafe a Se- 
cond, when nothing elfe will doit ? 

Anfw. That Wifeis not worth pleafing chat ftands up- 
on fuch wicked unreafonable Terms. YT ought nor todo 
a cercain i!l action, in expectation of an uncertain good 
coming on’et. 

Queft. 2. Whether there ever ras fuch a thing as Change 

F Sexes ? 

Anjw. We are not without feveral Affirmative Inftan- 
ces; UT will only recite Two, which are Authentick. Pa- 
rei, lib. 4. ch. 5. Some veats fince (faith Parens) when 
J was in the retinue of Gharles the Ninth at Vitriac in 

trance, there was fhewed me a Man called Germanus 
Garnierus, by fome Germanus Maria ; he was of an In- 
different Stature, a Square Habit of Body, with athick and 
red Beard, He was taken for a Virgin unto the 15th Yeat 
of his Ages at which time, running after the Ags, he 
kept (which had gotren into the Corn,) and leaping over 
a Ditch wich great Violence, it happened chat the Mem- 
branes being broke, the hidden Evidences of a Man fud- 
denly dcfcended , and difcovered themfelves, not with- 
ont Pain; recurning to her-Cotrage with Tears, the 
complained to her Mother chat her Bowels fell out 5 at 
which Speéfacle, her Mother aftonifhed, confulting with 
the Phificians and Doégfors, was informed that her Daugb- 
rer was became a Man ; the whole matter therefore being 
seprefented to the Cardinal of Lenuncurium, he called an 
Affembly, where fhe received the Name and Habit of a 
Man. : ; 
Upher, in his Anrals, in An. Mundi, 3258. fays, in 
Abbas, a City of Aribia, there was a certain Woman 
called Herafis, fhe wis the Daughter of one Diophantus 
a Macedonian, and tegorten by him of an Arabian Wo- 
man fhe was Married to one Samaides, after which fhe 
changed her Sex, aid became a Man, taking upon her 
her Fathers Name Dophantus. 

I fhall add one other of the orher Sexes Change 3 
Schenk. p. 503. And Donat, ibidem p. 298. tells of a Boy 
at Beneventum, whofuddenly became a Girl, and hathir 
in thefe Words, 


Nec fatis antiqium quod Campano in Benevento, 
Zenus Epheborum Virgo repente fut. 


Thus Englifhed, 


At Benevent (nor is it long ago, ) 
A Youngfter cid inco a Virgin grow. 


Queft. 3. Whatis the reafon of Marking, Longing, and 
Swounding at a Cat, &c? 

Anfw. Plutarchde fera Numinis Vind. fays Chal. The re- 
femblance of the Natural Properties or Corporal Marks of 
fome Parents are continued in their Families for many 
defcents 5 yea, and fometimes not appearing in the Second 
and Third Gemration, do neverthelefs fhew themfelves 
in the Fourth o} Fifth; whereof he brings an Example 
of one in his tine called Python, who being defcended 
of the Spartiate ‘he Founders of Thebes ; and being the 
laft of that Race was born with the Figure of a Launce 
upon his Body, vhich had been in former Ages a natural 
mark of that Femily, and difcontinned in them for many 
Years. Ut have mentioned chis Inftance, to fhew the 
power of the Vgetative Soul, on Hereditary Produfions a- 
mongft RationalCreatures , and it’s alfo true amongft the 
Animal, who hive as great a part of the Vegetative Soul, 
as the Rational 1ave. We want not Inftances of Imagi- 
nation ating beyad its SubjedF, as Eftriges and Tortoifes are 
faid co hatch thir Eggs with their Eyes, and that Hens 
Hatch Chickens yf the Colour of fuch Cloths as are laid 
before them, whilft they are ficting.” So fome People fail 
fick, and recover again by Fancy. mn Generation, the 
Spirics of all che parts of rhe Body accur to the place 
where the Seed s received, chere ro form che Charaéers 
of the Places from whence they flow; fo the Mothers 
Spirits keep cthefame Courfe cowards the Embryo, and 
when fhe couches her felf in the ftrengch of that Imas 
gination, the Sprits run chicher from che Brain, and fix 


the Figure upon the Analagous part of che fetus. As to 
Longing, which Phificians call Pica, or an wnreafonable 

Appetite or Longing for Coals, Ajhes, Pitch, Clay, &c. is 
caufed by the fuppreffion and ftagnation of the Menfes 
in the Uterine VejJels,from whence enfucs a Cachexia or 
an ill Habic of Body, and a depravation of the Faculties, 
which affects the parts with an unnatural difpofition not 
to.be qualified wichour fuch unaccountable: or fanraftick 
Diet. As co founding ac the fight of aCat, gre. it pro- 
ceeds chietly from the fame Caufe as Marking 5 for the 
rational Soul is not at all concern'd in the Adtion,becaufe 
ft isagain{t Reafon, but ‘cis the Operation of che Senfi- 
tive Soul: We fhane fly to che old fubterfuge of Here- 
ditarinefs, fince the firft of the Family had fome other 
caufe. Thus chen, as Plants, gc. are bent and turned in. 
to zny fhape or figure, which they never diveft when 
they are Trees; fo che prejudice of Education by Nurfes 
who are ufed to threaten the Infant with Bugbears, Lions, 
Cats, &¢. may imprefs fuch a refentmene and fear, as age 
can never get off , if a Cat had been the only Obje& af 
this habicual terror, we might have fuppofed thofe A¥fu. 
vinms and Glarings which are proper to chat Species, might 
be the Efficient Caufe. But we have Inftances of other 
Creatures chat emic no fuch Effuviums, &c. 

— Queft. 4. Whether C: fiee and Tobacco are not prejudi- 
cial to the Seminal Vertues, efpecialy in the Female 
Sex ? ' 

Anjw, Coffee (as all Bitters) is Stomachick 3. Tobacco a 
Mafticatory; both Moderately taken, ace beneficial, and 
difcharge the redundant Serocities by the Salival Glanuds 3 
But however Coflee to excefs, is very prejudictal to rhe 
Seminal Vertue ; for | knew a Gentlewoman that drank 
much Coftee, and her Children were imperfe@, weak and 
ill-fhap’d, nature ‘by the aforementioned excefs, as Phi- 
ficians believed, being thereby too much weakened for a 
perfe& formation | 

Queft. 5. 'Why a Horfe with around Fundament emits a 
fquare Excrement? 

Anfw. The Cells of che Colon form the faces into Oba 
long Cakes , and protrude them into the Redfim, from 
whence they are exonerated by Sphinéfer ant,which does 
not form them inthe Extrusion, the Orifice being big e- 
nough co exonerate feveral of them at once. They are 
formed quadrangularly in the Reffum, by Protenfion and 
Compreflion upon one another, as any other round or 
oblong Subftances which are foft would be , if they were 
thraft rogether: Bur yet fome of them are not Square 
on.all fides,from this Reafon,theybeing difcharged feveral 
of them at once , through a round Fundament, the whole 
Lump is round, the ¢éxtremicy and oucward parts of it re- 
ceiving their form agreeable to the thing forming, when 
at the fame time the middle parts muft needs be Square, 
from the Reafon above-—-A Wide Purfe will admic feve- 
ral forts of Coin at the fame time. 

Queft. 6. By what Mechanifm Nutrition is regularly 
ordere’, and how by the Stomachs beat, it is effected into 
Chyle? 55 

Anfw. Maftication, Deglufion, Extenfion and Corrugation 
of the Ventricle, are Succeflive Motions , partly by the 
pondus of the aliment, partly by the Zone of the Tunicles, 
in order to Concoétion.. The Pylorus conftringes not fo 
compleatly as the faperior Orifice. The Colon and othes 
Circumambient Vifcerd' contribute to the Heat to digeft 
the aliment macerated with the Saliva in Aaftication, 
whofe Saline Particles (with the Saline and Acid par- 
ticles of the Efculents and Potulents ) mix together 5 
which affifted by the power of the Ventricl: it felf, is 
difpofed to Chilify the Mafs, and a Fermentacious power 
accrues, rendring ic more fluid, and giving it a more 
white or Creamy form, called Chyle. The Spiriruous and 
fine Particles firft free chemfelves, and are tranfmicted 
into che more /ax pylorous, and are intruded into the In. 
‘tefines , where by the mixture of Bile and Paucreatick 
Juice, it obtains # new fermentative Power and ‘Separation. 
Thofe parts of the Aliment unchylified, remain (for thac 
which is firft Eaten, is not firft Chylified,)as Fac Meats (oe. 
which clog the fermentarious force, and therefore ly 
heavy, and difpofe ro Mees ; although the powers of 
ferment is more harp and diflolvene in fome than Cehe 
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The Chyle from the Inteffines 1s propeli'd inro the Lafte- 
als, thence co che Dutus Chyliferus or Lymphaticus, and 
diftributes to fome Gland; , and fo conveys the Chyle and 
iympha into the Subclavian Vein (where ic mixes and 
gives new life co the Blood.) fo to che Heart (che Viral 
Pump. ) and chénce into the Arvertes for Nourifhmenc 5 
and what furplafage remains, returns again by the V eins 
and Lymphaticks to the Heart for a new Circulation. 
Thus it is tran{mated, tranfmitted and Circulated by feve- 
ral Veflels into the form of Chyle, Lympha, Ven , and 


Arterious Blood, Milk, Sperm, Saliva, Serum, Pancreatich 


Juice, &c. and thus each part has its proper Juice and 
Nourifhment, and the moft Volatile and Spirituous Parti- 
cles fupply che Animal Spirits and Nervows Juice. 

Qeeft. 7. Why Chickens hatch'd in Ovens, want Rump: ? 

Anjw. The Queftion ought not to be in general Terms, 

for all Chickens hatch’d in Ovens don’c want Rumps: 
This manner of Hatching is a very great Trade in Egypt, 
particularly in Grand Cairo, and the Levant 5 and ‘tis ve- 
ry common, that they wane fometimes a Rump, Wing or 
Lez. The Reafon for all, can be nothing elfe but the un- 
evenne{s of that Heat by which they are hatch’d 5 a Hen 
affords an equal Temperament of Heat becaufe Natural, 
but ’tis almoft Impoflible an Artificial Heat fhould have 
the fame Effe&t, being not always equally fopplied, or at 
leaft not fo placed, but that fome part fhould by reafon of 
too much Heat impregnate fooner than anorher, or fhould 
fooner cool than another, and confequencly nor fo foon 
pertect fome parts as it does others. bag 

Queft. 8. What's the reafon of Motion to Urine in the Wise 
ter, more than out of that Element. 

Anfw. Swimming or other Morion or Labour in «>< 
Water would caufe a per{piration of Atr, Steams and S» sr, 
through the Pores, as well as Motion or Labour upon the 
Land; bur that Element being Cold, and al’ Coldnefs 
naturally binding up and clofingthe | rhe perfptra- 
tion is hindered, fo chac whatever © would e. 
je& after its ufual Method, is hindred >, che clofenefs 
of the Pores, and Steams inwardly d:‘charging by Urine 
inflead of Sweat. 

Queft. 9. Wherher there be fuch a Sird as a Phoenix, and 
why but one in the World, and where «at is ? 

Anfw. The Ancients fay , this Bird lives many Ages, 
according to lian 500 Years;after which time it repairs 
to Heliopolis in Egypt, and builds its Neft (or rather Fu- 
neral Pile) of Aromatick Wood, which by reafon of irs 
high Situation, is fired by che Sunbeams with the Phanix 
in it, and out of her Afhes another immediately arifes ; 
this Young one no fooner attains its juft bignefs, ( which 
is equal to chat of an Eagle, having its Head crefted with 
diverfe Colours, the Neck Gold Colour, che reft of the 
Feathers Purple, faving that the Tai/, is mix’d of Scarlet 
and Sky Colour,) but it prepares it felf co pay its laft 
Duties co the Reliques of its Deceafed Parent, which it 
lays upon its Back, and carries them into Arabia, placing 
them upon an Altar dedicated to the Sun, (for ’tis a Bird 
of the Sun,) after which, it flies up towards Heaven, 
feeding upon Dew.and the Fumes of Incenfe and Amomum, 
and inftead of Drink, makes ufe of the Vapours which a- 
rife from the Sea ; abhorring all kinds of Grain and Food 
common to other Birds. “Tis faid, the firft was feen un- 
der Sefoftris and Amafir Kings of Egypt; next under Pro. 
lemy, who retgned the Third of the Macedonians : Orus 
Apollo in his Hieroglyphicks, mentions it, as do Manilins, 
Pliny, Ovid, Athenaus, Albertus Magnus, Tacitus and Belo- 
nius ; the laft of which, confounds ic wich the Bird cal- 
led Manucodra:us. But the Impoffibiliry of the Exiftence 
of fuch a Bird is evident 5 for according to Lucretius, no 
fingle Animal can Generate. Nor is any ching more ab- 
horred by Nature than a Voluntary Death : Nor can any 
thing be more contrary co the Generation of Animals, chan 
Ajbes which are dry ; Drine{t being alrogether oppofite to 
Life, and to che Corruption which is ancecedent to eve- 
ry Generation. So chat it muft neceffarily be a Fifion, 
and only a Speech by way of Comparifon, or by which che 
Antients would fignify fomething rare and fingular in its 
Species § according ro another much of the fame Nature 
Rava Avis tn Terris nigrague fimillima Cigno, All Authors 
thax have {poke of it, have borrowed from Pliny,who af- 
firms almoft any thing, as Herodotus fawalmoft every 
thing however ftrange and unheard of. 

Queft. 10. What kind of Matter cur Bodies {hall have in 
the other Life ? 

Anjw. ‘Tis 10 the power of Microfcopes to reprefent a 
Hair gliteering and curious beyond Expreffion; much 
more cana real Infinite Power effeGively make it fo: 
Marcer is all one to the Maker. We have fome light of 
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our Refurre&ion, by the firft Fruics of it, our Savioue 
who with thac very fame Body he was Crucified, rofe a. 
gain, and defcended into Heaven; but wes changed be. 
fore he got there, ic being noc areceptacle for Common 
Fle(h and Blood; the Appearance our Bodies will have 
there will be (hining and Bright, as may be gathered b 
Mofes his Face fining when he had feen the Glory of God 
as alfo che manner of Moses, Enoch and Elias their Appear. 
ance to our Saviour in his Zransjigaration 5 che Defcription 
thac St. John gives of our Saviour in che Revelations, with 
many more Piaces in Sacred Writ: But to ve exprefs in 
our Definitions of this matter, ’us impothible. fivce al} 
revealed, are only fuch Terms as are ada» ed, co exprefs 
whatever appears moft glorious and dazling here, nor 
being yer capable to encertain greater manifeltations, and 
fuch as we fhall realiy be ficced for hereafter. 

Queft. 11. Whence arifes the Difference of Colours in 
Flowers ? 

Anfw. *Tis very pleafane and divercing to obferve the 
difference of Colours throughout all che Regions of the 
Vegetable Kingdom , the Roots veing almoft all White, the 
Trunks generally Green, and the Flowers almoft infinitely 
variegated, ’Tis the Reaion of ctiat custous Diverhi 
we are at prefent co enquire.and ic muft undoubcedly de. 
perid on the Princtys of which they are Compofed: 
Now all Chymif#: know the firft feat of Colours lies in the 
Sulphur, fre oie different degrees of M ituriry arifes 
the di® of Colours. The native Colour is a Golden 
the right flaming Teflow, which may be account. 
ed ec frit Declenfion on the one fide from its Original 

id Primitive Pe sieion as the Red or Ruby 1s the cole 
jateral Degree 1) the Oppofice. The firft arifes from 
the Temper of the & by the admiffion of it wich an 


Aqueous; the other with an Igneous Matter, or rather 
an Alteration tn the Texture and Gonfiguration, arifing 
from its too great Aduftion, whence all Colours are no. 
thing elfe but the fundry mixture of the Tinging Sul. 
phurs. Now whenever a Plant arrives at the maturity 
of Flowring, its Sulphur is in perfeaion, which by its 
various mixture with the Specifick Juice, is conveyed 
through its proper dus into the Snneicy of che Plane 
wicre bythe finenefs and tenuicy of the Vellels, its ex. 
pofed to the kind and benign warnch of the Sun, whence 
the matter attenuated and fublimedis yet further conco@. 
ed, cill at laft it reccives its ulrimae perfeGtion after full 
Digeftion. InPoppies and otherPlans of that kind,the Sul- 

hur js more aduft and fetid, whence they are heavy and 

upify. In Carnations, yc. it more epproaches ¢o a benign 
and Balfamick Quality by one deg’ee of Heat, whence 
they are friendly and amicable iu tte higheft Degree to 
our Natures, This is general 5 thof who would enquire 
as to the particular Colours of Floners , The Marvail of 
Peru, &c. muft not expe it in a ching of chis nature 
but may confule Mr. Boyle of Colours,where they'll come 
nearefi an entire fatisfadion. 

Queft. 12. How does Antimony emi: a Virtue, and not 
abate of its Quantity ? 

Anfw. We have Thoufands of Infances more in Bo. 
dies which muft coatinually emic Virtues ; nor can we 
give any rational account of thofe Virtwes, but as inhe- 
ring in Particles, which convey them bither and thither 
without any fenfible Diminution of tle subftance. The 
moft famous is in Loadftones, which ’tvere to be wifh'd 
might be tryed with fome exquifite Nicrofcopes, Lewen- 
troers, or others, whether there could be any irradiation 
difcovered in their a&ing om the Steel. This we think 
certain, that matter can’t a& upon matte, but by matter ; 
nor can this be done without continua! expence, though 
in the cafes mentioned, by Particles fofine, that we can’t 
fentibly perceive their Operation; tlough we do nor 
much doubt, bur if frequently ufed, ir might in procefs 
of time abate of ics Wezght or Power. 

Queft. 13. Whether be that Swears Allegiance ro rhe 
prefent Government, and does not believe x to be de Jure is 
not an Hypocrite? 

Anfw. An Hypocrite is in the common icceprati 
word, one who does only pezfonate an iene poh of ibe 
Carries to Faces under one Hood,thinking me thing.and aédF- 
ing another. Now whoever he be that thnks in his Heart 
he may not de Fure or lawfully {wear Alegiance to their 
prefent Majefties, King William and Cueen Mary, and 
yet affually does it # none can better ieferve the name 
of an Hypocrite , as does he that Sweas to them as de 


an and Queen, if he really belies they are o- 


LONDON, Printed for P. Swart. 


FF Ae Eg ei “eae 


